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Biographical Info
● Attended Georgia State University; graduated with a degree in African American

Studies
● After graduating, Williams worked part-time at Red Lobster, then FedEx in the

Spring of 2008. He worked there for two years, making little money.
● He is an independent filmmaker, meaning he is the director and producer.
● Williams became an intern for Spike Lee after launching a twitter campaign to

become his intern.
● Williams’ father, Edwin Williams, is a Jazz musician.
● Received full funding for his film, The Atlanta Way, via Kickstarter campaign in

2014.
● Williams is part of an Atlanta-based running group, Movers and Pacers.

The complete interview from which this information was extracted can be found here.

https://medium.com/@kelleymacdonald/king-williams-filmmaker-78d528c76fe


Documentary
According to IMDB

The Atlanta Way (2015)

The Atlanta Way is a documentary film chronicling the last years of public housing in

Atlanta, Georgia from 2008-2010. It deals with the current gentrification of Atlanta,

specifically, the razing of nearly every public housing project in Atlanta, and the destiny

of the former residents of those projects. Set during the last days of public housing in

Atlanta and the global financial crash of 2008, the film showcases the tensions

regarding the last phase of demolition of all of the public housing in Atlanta. The

resulting effort of a nearly 20-year project of theAtlanta Housing Authority based in part

to the 1996 Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta and the resulting gentrification from

both sides of the gentrification issue: those being gentrified and those who are

gentrifying.

Ted Talk
Gentrification: The Atlanta Way | King Williams | TEDxGeorgiaStateU

Associated Websites (A Selection)
King Williams

I Am King Williams Newsletter

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3755556/?ref_=ttpl_pl_tt
https://youtu.be/1MOdH8iuet8
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm4887913/
https://iamkingwilliams.substack.com/


King Williams is creating Documentaries, Podcasts, Newsletters, and Videos

 The Neighborhood Watch Podcast on Apple Podcasts

The Mainline Podcast

Understanding Gentrification
According to the Urban Displacement Project, gentrification is a process of

neighborhood change that includes economic change in a historically disinvested

neighborhood —by means of real estate investment and new higher-income residents

moving in - as well as demographic change - not only in terms of income level, but also

in terms of changes in the education level or racial make-up of residents.

Historic Conditions
● Redlining: From the 1930s through the late 60s, standards set by the federal

government and carried out by banks, explicitly labeled neighborhoods home to

predominantly people of color as “risky” and “unfit for investment.” This practice

meant that people of color were denied access to loans that would enable them

to buy or repair homes in their neighborhood.

● White flight: Other housing and transportation policies of the mid-20th century

fueled the growth of mostly white suburbs, and the exodus of capital from urban

centers, in a phenomenon often referred to as “white flight.”

https://www.patreon.com/iamkingwilliams
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-neighborhood-watch-podcast/id1235830968
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3ByZWFrZXIuY29tL3Nob3cvNDIyMTY3NS9lcGlzb2Rlcy9mZWVk
https://www.urbandisplacement.org/gentrification-explained


● Urban renewal: Left behind in central city neighborhoods, low-income

households and communities of color bore the brunt of highway system

expansion and urban renewal programs, which resulted in the mass clearance of

homes, businesses, and neighborhood institutions, and set the stage for

widespread public and private disinvestment in the decades that followed.

● Foreclosure crisis: In more recent history, the foreclosure crisis also contributed

to making places vulnerable to gentrification. In low-income communities of color,

disproportionate levels of subprime lending resulted in mass foreclosures,

leaving those neighborhoods vulnerable to investors seeking to purchase and flip

homes.

Central City Disinvestment and Investment Patterns
● Relative affordability

○ In many US cities, the rental market has gotten increasingly expensive,

and even moderate income earners are on the hunt for lower housing

costs

● Older, historic housing stock that appeals to new residents

● Close proximity to city centers, where jobs, restaurants, and art spaces are

increasingly locating

● Revitalization -- cities are investing in some of these neighborhoods with

improved transit access and infrastructure in part to draw in newcomers

Examples of these patterns:



● Investors flipping properties for large profits

● Converting industrial land to restaurants and storefronts

● Replacing of community run businesses to those catering to new resident’s

needs

Impact of Gentrification on Communities
While increased investment in an area can be positive, gentrification is often associated

with displacement, which means that in some of these communities, long-term residents

are not able to stay to benefit from new investments in housing, healthy food access, or

transit infrastructure.

Another impact of displacement to consider is cultural displacement: Even for long-time

residents who are able to stay in newly gentrifying areas, changes in the make-up and

character of a neighborhood can lead to a reduced sense of belonging, or feeling out of

place in one’s own home.

Gentrification and Voting
General Overview

Sourced from Wikipedia

Gentrified communities see significantly less voter turnout during election years when

compared to neighborhoods that are not. During its deep stages, as more wealthy

people move into lower-middle-class neighborhoods, the ties to the "old neighborhood"

are quickly severed. Areas that are not experiencing extreme forms of gentrification are

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gentrification#Voter_turnout


able to maintain this concept of "old neighborhood" ties that represent the familiarity and

culture within a community. The social interaction within neighborhoods helps foster

greater voter turnout overall. Those that interact within their community, usually from

one neighbor to another, will begin to develop not only a better understanding of the

neighborhood around them, but the changes that are necessary to benefit the majority

in a neighborhood. This usually occurs when less educated neighbors, especially those

in low-income areas, are able to interact with those who are more educated and benefit

from sharing opinions. This communication results in a positive correlation with voting

within the neighborhood. A community will feel closer when they all vote for similar

change, fortifying the idea of "people who talk together, vote together," allowing

communal bonds to be strengthened

Sourced from an article featured on The Root

Gentrification is changing the nation, and with it, the face of the American political

landscape is slowly shifting. Areas that were once no-brainer Democratic strongholds

are slowly transforming into whiter, more affluent regions where party lines have been

blurred in the last decade. As cities across the country become more diverse, their black

populations have decreased significantly, leaving the traditional base of the Democratic

Party struggling for a foothold in national politics and diminishing the power of the black

vote.

To understand the implications of gentrification for American politics, there are two

factors that must be considered:

https://www.theroot.com/how-gentrification-destroys-black-voting-power-1793746386


● the demographic makeup of the two major political parties

● the demographic makeup of American cities

When it comes to the Republican Party, the No. 1 distinguishing characteristic for a

GOP voter is whiteness. Apart from the category of religion (70 percent of Mormons

vote Republican), every other ethnicity and demographic group leans Democratic.

According to Pew Research, Democrats hold an edge among women (52 percent to 36

percent), blacks (80 percent to 11 percent), Asians (65 percent to 23 percent),

Hispanics (56 percent to 26 percent), Jewish voters (61 percent to 31 percent) and

younger voters (51 percent to 35 percent) and at every level of education. (These

statistics reflect the stats of 2017, when the article was originally published.)

The image below more accurately represents current voting demographics.

http://www.people-press.org/2015/04/07/a-deep-dive-into-party-affiliation/


Michael Harriot, the author of the article, explains: “...now cities are having a

resurgence, and white people are moving back to urban areas—making cities more

expensive to live in. Because of this, there has been a slow migration into the once

lily-white suburbs that were historically off-limits to people of color. Simply put: Affluent

white people like living in cities now, so minorities can no longer afford to.

When minorities are displaced or relocated by gentrification into suburbs and rural

areas, the black vote becomes far less concentrated, which means that black voting

power is dissolving into a sea of suburban whiteness.”



There are no longer centralized areas of political power that elect black mayors,

senators and congresspeople because those who vote for these individuals are

scattered across the country.

He continues: “Aside from its dispersal of voting power, think about the practical

implications of gentrification. National and statewide candidates whose elections

depend on black support won’t be able to canvass black neighborhoods, visit black

places of worship, or walk into barber shops and beauty salons. People won’t meet at

black churches and community centers to get a ride to the polls.”

Other Forms of Voter Suppression

● Fewer polling places, particularly in low-income and minority neighborhoods, as

well as shortening the time frame for early voting.

● Slow-downs in mail delivery for mailed-in votes and the actual opportunity to be

able to vote by mail in a particular state.

● Strict voter ID laws, requiring specific forms of ID that minorities and poor people

are least likely to have or be able to acquire.

● Gerrymandering: the drawing of districts to give an advantage to a political party.

● Felon disenfranchisement.

(Source)

https://www.marketplace.org/2020/09/18/voter-suppression-then-and-now/

